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  [[Nick Dante 8/2/18]] 
[[Henri Temianka Correspondence 
         George Szell 
          Letter #16]] 
 
[[Page 1 – Letter]] 
      
[[Translation from German provided by donor.]] 
 
PROF. GEORG SZELL  5. April 40 
 
Dear Friend, 
 
 I have a miserable conscience towards you, and can, as reason for my long silence, only 
explain a kind of depressed inertia, which caused me to neglect my correspondence for months 
on end. That is now gradually disappearing, partly through certain still vague but nonetheless 
somewhat clear prospects, partly through intensive music-making (playing the piano, chamber 
music, and even a bit of composing in a modest way). 
 
 As we are playing with the idea of coming to California in the summer, and then surely 
will see each other a great deal, I would like to be brief today, and only answer directly on the 
question in your airmail letter. Of a concertmaster vacancy at NBC I know nothing, (that doesn't 
mean anything, because I have little contact, and these matters are always treated secretly). But I 
do know that Toscanini has recently been very dissatisfied with Mischakoff, and I can well 
imagine that he has a change in mind. In my opinion you should immediately write to Mr. 
Samuel Chotzinoff c/o N.B.C. 30, Rockefeller Plaza, and basing  on a rumor of a 
concertmastership vacancy (which you cannot verify as to its accuracy), you would like to offer 
your candidacy in case there really should be a vacancy. This letter you should send with a 
curriculum vitae, and make it clear that you are member of the New York Union. You should 
also enclose concert reviews, and also make it clear that you have experience as concertmaster.  
Be sure to include my name as reference, and when they ask me, you know that you can count on 
me...! 
 
 Strictly confidentially I want to tell you that I cannot at this moment go directly to 
Chotzinoff and ask, because my own engagement for a series of concerts that was offered me is 
still in a state of uncertainty, and I can't under any pretext (or under circumstances that might 
look like a pretext) go to him before he invites me, as it would otherwise look as if I were 
pushing, and it might be unfavorable for the position I am looking for.  So write to him in the 
manner I described above, and we will see. Also in addition to everything else call attention to 
your recordings. 
 
  The most cordial greetings from us both! 
 
    Always your old 
                    Szell 
 
 
